Kinnikinnick CCSD No. 131
Board of Education

Committee of the Whole Minutes

Tuesday, November 12, 2024
7:00 P.M.
Kinnikinnick School

L. Call to Order/Public Comment
Mr. Carter called the committee of the whole to order at 7:00 PM. The following persons were present:
Craig Carter, Lynsey Welch, Brandon Johnson, Heather Johnson, Trisha Tousant, Brett Hruby, Keli
Freedlund. Kendall King, Tracy Cutler, and Crystal Ellis.

There was no public comment.

II.  New Business
A. PTELL tax levy forecast and new bonding capability for Health Life Safety funding
(Enclosure #1)

Mrs. Freedlund reported that the Bond Authorization Act of 2024 (“the Act”) makes significant changes to
statutes affecting school district bonds and referenda. The Act makes it easier to issue bonds for life
safety/fire prevention purposes in counties subject to Property Tax Extension Limitation Law (“PTELL”).
Previously, districts in PTELL counties could only issue bonds for fire prevention and safety purposes if
they had an adequate debt service extension base. While our debt service extension base has increased
since PTELL went into effect it is still not enough to fund large projects. The Act amends PTELL to
provide that fire prevention and safety bond levies are not included in a district’s “aggregate extension.”
As aresult, districts can now issue bonds for fire prevention and safety purposes in PTELL counties
regardless of whether a sufficient debt service extension base exists. Every ten years the district must
submit a 10 Year Life Safety plan to ISBE in order to bring buildings into compliance for life safety. The
district budgets approx. ~1 million dollars toward facility work a year. This amount of money does not
always cover the extent of the projects or size in one year. This new law provides us a new opportunity in
revenue to make needed updates and perhaps help fund projects that the District could not afford to
complete under our tax capped levy without a referendum.

Kendall King from King’s Financial reviewed the District current financial landscape in regard to the
potential to bond for HLS projects. Mrs. Freedlund reviewed with the Board potential projects that this
act could make possible with ISBE approval, such as, ADA bathroom upgrades in LW and KS, the RMS
track project, roofing, door replacement with inner locks as well as smaller electrical and plumbing
projects. The current list of HLS projects is estimated to cost $4,421,250.00 and does not include
amendments that could be entered for ISBE approval. The additional bonding would maintain the current
tax rate as structured by the Board.

Mr. Johnson asked if there would still be other projects that would need to be completed outside of the
HLS projects. Mrs. Freedlund reported that our internal maintenance list still had several large projects
identified, such as the phone system, internet, fiber and firewall systems, general maintenance on
portables and buildings, paving at RMS and KS, and playground completion at LW/SC and replacement
at KS. Mrs. Freedlund reported that this would also allow the district to earmark monies into other funds
as the tax cap reduces the tax rate.



Mr. Carter relayed that we do have older buildings which are necessary to upkeep, especially in light of
not having increasing enrollments. The Board reacted favorably to continuing investigating and
completing the necessary background work to submit HLS projects for ISBE approval with the potential
of utilizing bonds to fund these projects.

B. Farm lease consideration of rent cost (Enclosure #2)
Mrs. Freedlund reported that we are currently charging $75.00/acre for the RMS farm field which is 53
total acres to Britton Farm. The lease has not been raised since its inception. Considering that the price
per acre in I1 for fair land class is $153 /acre in 2023, it was recommended to increase the per acre charge
to $100/acre.

C. 2024 Resolutions Committee Report discussion (Enclosure #3)
Mr. Carter will be the Board’s delegate at IASB conference. The Board reviewed the consent agenda
resolutions provided by IASB. The Board was in agreement with the proposed resolutions made to IASB.

D. School Maintenance Grant (Enclosure #4)
ISBE provides for a $50,0000 matching grant to be used for school maintenance projects. Prior to the
HLS bond information, the administration had proposed completing the KS sprinkler project. With the
idea that we may be able to use the bond revenue stream for the sprinkler project, it was proposed to have
the RMS and SC main hallways recarpeted. Both are original to the building. Mr. Johnson asked if we
had considered laminate/tile for either. Mr. Hruby cited that noise with high ceilings in the halls at both
buildings would be increased. A hard surface also increases summer maintenance to the hallways for
resurfacing as well as increased slip and fall hazards in the winter months which is one of most common
accidents within the schools.

E. Board of Review Change Notices (Enclosure #5)
There was only one new change notice this year from First Mid Bank. These are properties that have
appealed to the Winnebago Board of Review for changes greater than $100,000 in EAV. The
recommendation to the Board is to continue to intervene on behalf of the household property owners to
ensure that the BOR looks at all possible evidence for each claim. Mr. Young asked when the settlement
agreement was completed with Beloit Health Systems for NorthPointe. Mrs. Freedlund reported that next
year, the parties must agree on a mutual appraiser for the NorthPointe property. There has been word that
the BHS is in favor of a local hospital built on the property which if approved would make the property
tax exempt and have a large impact on the community tax base.

Prior to adjourning, Mr. Carter asked if there was anything for the good of the order. Mrs. Freedlund
reported that she will put together an itinerary of the IASB conference weekend for the members. Mrs.
Tousant asked if I would meet with Mr. Tomilonus prior to the next meeting in regard to the bond
information presented tonight. Mr. Hruby and Mrs. Freedund will set that up.

III.  Adjourn
Mr. Carter adjourned the meeting at 8:00 PM.

NO BOARD ACTION WILL BE TAKEN AT THIS MEETING. THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
IS A MEETING TO UPDATE THE BOARD OF EDUCATION AND HOLD DISCUSSION OF
TIMELY TOPICS. THE COMMITTEE MEETING IS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC.



Respectfully submitted,

Heather Johnson, Secretary



